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HERBERT PULLINGER'S 
ETCHINGS 


O COMMUNITY in this country offers 
ereater opportunity for the skill of the 
artist than our OLD GERMANTOWN. A 
little off the beaten track, the march of building 
‘‘progress”’ passed it by for many years, so that 
we have an unusual number of interesting, his- 
toric sites still remaining. These have been 
painted, drawn and photographed on many 
occasions. 

One interesting group of reproductions was a 
series of etchings made by Joseph Pennell as a 
very young man, among the first of this artist’s 
work. These had been made to illustrate Town- 
send Ward’s delightful ‘‘ Walks in Germantown. ” 
Unfortunately, Mr. Ward did not complete his 
“walks” and covered but a portion of our ancient 
Main Street. 

It is with singular gratification that I have had 
the opportunity of enjoying the beautiful etch- 
ings which Herbert Pullinger has now made of 
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many of our ancient homes and sites. Asa fellow 
townsman, he has added to his artistic skill a 
sympathy and insight and intimate knowledge 
of his subjects which will make them treasured 
drawings in the years to come. 

We cannot hope that the march of so-called 
“progress”’ will pass by all these buildings with 
their clustering memories, their beautiful lines 
and artistic details. As time goes on, many of 
them will make way for the store, the office, and 
the shop, but we will have in the series of etchings 
here shown, faithful and feeling reflections for all 
time. 

Germantown indeed owes Mr. Pullinger a debt 
of gratitude for the labor of love which he has so 
successfully carried through. I congratulate him 
on his work and felicitate Germantown for this 
handsome opportunity of showing herself as she 


is today. 
CuHaArRLEsS F, JENKINS 


Germantown, May, 1926 
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STENTORNR , 
The Logan ACansion 


ESPITE the surrounding factories and rows 

of small houses, Stenton still has a way of 
presenting itself much as one suspects it of hav- 
ing done of old. Built by James Logan, secre- 
tary and confidential friend of William Penn, in 
1727-34, the old house stands in an excellent 
state of preservation though much mellowed by 
time. Off to the east and rear of the buildings 
are beautiful old rose gardens with quaint box- 
bordered paths. Many interesting and impor- 
tant historical events took place at Stenton. It 
was on the grounds surrounding the house that 
Logan entertained many friendly Indians who 
camped there from time to time. It was here, 
too, that Thomas Godfry, a glazier, discovered 
by accident the principle upon which he in- 
vented his improvement on Davis’ quadrant, 
which has hardly been improved on to this day. 
General Howe used the house as his headquarters 
in 1777 and Washington occupied it later. It 1s 
gratifying to know that a place of such historic 
interest is in the safe hands of the Daughters-of 
the American Revoltutton. Sotontal Shin 
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LOUDOUX, 


ERCHED on the top of Negley’s Hill, with 

a commanding view of the entrance to Ger- 
mantown, Loudoun still retains its picturesque- 
ness. It was built in 1801 by Thomas Armat, of 
Loudoun County, Virginia, for his son, who lived 
here but a short time. Originally the house was 
not so large and the doorway was on the Ger- 
mantown Avenue side, but later it was enlarged 
and the portico added. The house is now occu- 
pied by the descendants of James Logan and 
Thomas Armat. 
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EAE POT RTT OUD L 
EAR the top of Negley’s Hill on the west 


side of Germantown Avenue we come to 
the old Toland House. Built in 1740 the house 
is still in an excellent state of preservation and 
until a year ago or so was occupied as a dwell- 
ing but it has since been given over to school 
purposes. The Wagner House—used as a hospital 
after the Battle of Germantown—stood half a 
square further north but this old house and its 
beautiful colonial garden have since given place 
to a row of ugly dwelling houses. During the 
British occupation many officers were quartered 
in this neighborhood and numerous scratchings 
on the window-panes give evidence of the artistic 
ability of some of these officers. 
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THE WYNNE WISTER, HOUSE 
Gilbert Stuart's Residence 


ITTING well back from the street amid the 

shade of old trees is the house which, about 
1796 to 1800, was occupied by Gilbert Stuart, 
the American portrait painter. A small building 
in the rear, now demolished, was used by the 
artist as a studio. Here Stuart is said to have 
painted the full-length portrait of General 
Washington known as the Lansdowne portrait, 
and now in possession of the Athenaeum in 
Boston. The old place was originally a Bring- 
hurst House but for many years it has been 
known as the Wynne Wister House. 
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THE CUNNINGHAM HOUSE 


ERE and there along the Germantown 
Road one comes to an old place like this. 

It is one of the picturesque group at Bringhurst 
Street but with no particular historic interest, 
except, perhaps, that like most old Germantown 
houses it is said to have been occupied by British 
officers during their occupation of Germantown. 
It is said to have been built in 1765 by one 
Cunningham, a Scotchman. Later it became the 
house of Isaac Hacker. Rumor also has it that 
it was occupied at one time by a young ladies’ 
boarding school. In the rear the garden runs 
through to Greene Street and many fine speci- 
mens of old box and oak trees may be found there. 
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GRUMBLETHORP 
The Wister Place 


RUMBLETHORP, one of the finest old 
houses in Germantown, was built by John 
Wister in 1744 as a country seat, and has been 
in the possession of the Wisters ever since. The — 
original pent roof and balcony have long since 
disappeared, but otherwise the house remains 
about as it was originally. The same old gardens, 
with quaint box-bordered paths, old-fashioned 
flowers and many fine specimens of trees, are still 
there. General Agnew was quartered here and 
it was here that he died after the Battle of Ger- 
mantown. The old house is full of priceless heir- 
looms and relics belonging to the Wisters. 
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THE FRIENDS -MEETING HOUSE 


HE Friends Meeting House on Coulter 

Street west of Germantown Avenue is one 
of those satisfactory buildings now so scarce. 
Sitting well back from the street, amid spacious 
crounds and old shade, it always gives one the 
feeling of peace and quiet dignity. The Friends 
replaced the original log structure, which stood 
on the front of the present burial grounds, with 
a stone building, in 1705, and in 1812 erected a 
building further west, about where the school 
building now stands. Later the present building 
was erected. The many specimens of fine old 
plane and mountain ash trees found on the 
grounds are always a joy. 
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THE MORRIS DESHLER, HOUSE 


HE Morris House stands on the Main Street 

opposite the lower end of the Market Square 
and is always a refreshing sight in its clean, 
colonial simplicity. In the rear are the beauti- 
ful gardens common tto all old Germantown 
houses. The house was built by David Deshler 
in 1772. After the Battle of Germantown, 
General Howe moved his headquarters from 
Stenton to the Morris House. During the yel- 
low fever epidemic in Philadelphia, in 1793, 
when Germantown was temporarily the capital 
of the United States, and again in 1794, the 
Morris House became the “‘ White House”’ when 
it was occupied for a while by President Wash- 
ington. It was in the Market Square, opposite, 
that one of the hardest actions of the Battle of 
Germantown was fought. 
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THE MARKET SQUARE 


HE Market Square was originally laid out 

with the expectation of its becoming the 
center of the town, and in the early days was 
the stage of much historic activity. Here one 
of the great fightsof the BattleofGermantown took 
place. Here, too, the Paxtang boys were turned 
back from their contemplated murderous raid on 
the peaceful Indians, then sheltered in Phila- 
delphia. Here was located the Market House, 
the jail, the fire company, and for atime it was 
the center of much town activity. Many fine 
old buildings surrounded the square, some of 
which still stand. The building shown here—on 
the northeastern corner—is said to have been 
used by the United States Treasury when Ger- 
mantown was the “Capitol.” During this same 
period many men, such as Attorney General 
Edmund Randolph, Thomas Jefferson and others 
prominent in the affairs of the government, were 
housed either in buildings facing the square or 
in others nearby. 
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THE GERMAXTO WK ACADEMY 
T SCHOOL LANE and Greene Street stands 


the old Germantown Academy, which was 
founded in 1759, and which, with the exception 
of the period of the Revolutionary War, has been 
used for school purposes ever since. After the 
Battle of Germantown the building was used as 
a hospital and several British soldiers are said to 
be buried in the grounds to the rear. In 1798 
the second epidemic of yellow fever drove the 
citizens out of the city and the Academy was 
occupied for a while by the Banks of North 
America and Pennsylvania. The bell in the 
tower has a romantic history, having been 
brought to Philadelphia in 1774 by the tea ship 
Polly but which was not allowed to land until 
after the war, when it was again brought over, 
and in 1784 it was put in place. The weather 
vane is a crown symbolic of the reignof George III. 
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VERNON, 


ERNON, in Vernon Park, was erected in 

1803 by James Mathews. Later it passed 
into the hands of John Wister and after his 
death his son John, a member of Congress, occu- 
pied the house until his death in 1883. Most of 
this land originally belonged to Melchoir Meng. 
Meng’s interest in trees led to the planting of 
many rare specimens, some of which still flourish 
in the park. For a number of years the old 
building was used as the Germantown Branch 
of the Free Library and is at present the home 
of the Site and Relic Society. 
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THE OLD TOWXN. HALL 


EAR to the hearts of all good German- 

towners, sitting well back from the street 
as 1t did, with its long line of shade trees on 
either side of the old red brick walk, one always 
got the feeling of a small town far distant from 
the big city. And what a good time the old 
veterans had, chatting together on the benches 
on warm spring afternoons; and how lovely it 
was in the winter, especially around the holiday 
season, when the snow was on the ground and the 
Christmas trees and crates of holly were stacked 
about. But this has all disappeared, now so- 
called improvement is on the march. 
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THE PASTORIUS HOUSE 


SHORT distance east of Main Street, on 

High Street, stands what is known as the 
Pastorius House. It was built in 1796 by 
Daniel Pastorius, a great grandson of Francis 
Daniel Pastorius. It originally stood on the 
Main Street about where High Street comes 
through. Later, when High Street was opened, 
the building was moved further north and still 
later 1t was moved to its present location to 
make way for the church edifice. When the 
original Pastorius House—which stood still 
further up the street—was torn down, the stone 
was used to build the rear wing of this building. 
The little old building back of this house is said 
to have been a Pastorius farm house and its 
handsome doorway came from the Bissell House 
at School House Lane. 
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WYCK, 


ANTALIZINGLY hidden behind a high 

board fence at Walnut Lane, Wyck, one of 
the most interesting houses in old Germantown, 
stands with its gable end to the street and sur- 
rounded by wide brick walks and beautiful trees 
and shrubbery. Originally it was two houses 
with a drive way between and one portion of it 
is said to be the oldest house in Germantown. 
It is a long, low building of beautiful lines and 
has the distinction of having served many 
architects as a model. After the Battle of Ger- 
mantown, Wyck was used as a hospital and here 
in 1825 the Marquis de Lafayette was enter- 
tained. The place has been in the hands of the 
Haines family for many years and the present 
owner gives one to understand that the house 
has been etched and sketched, drawn and painted, 
lithographed and photographed until he is about 
tired of it. 
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GAS  GREGIN: TREE INDE 
Pate ae opposite Wyck stands a solidly 


built old stone house with a hooded door- 
way and pent roof known as the “Green Tree 
Inn.” It was built by Daniel Pastorius in 1748 
and was run by him as a public house until his 
death in 1754. The letters in the date stone 
stand for Daniel and Sarah Pastorius. Later it 
became known as the Sadlers Arms and finally 
as Mackenets Tavern. Here the Public School 
of Germantown—the Germantown Academy— 
was organized at a meeting of citizens held on 
the sixth of December, 1759. 
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THE ATENNONITE MEETING 
HEN the little band of Mennonites first 


came to Germantown they built a small 
log meeting house on the southern corner of the 
present burial ground. William Rittenhouse, 
famous as the first paper maker in the Colonies, 
was its first pastor. The present stone building 
was built in 1770. In the burial ground are to 
be found the names of many of the first settlers, 
such as Engle, Rittenhouse, Kulp, Nice, Keyser 
and others. The meeting is one of the quaint 
spots along the avenue. 
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THE DIRCK KEYSER, HOUSE 


HIS old house, known as the Keyser House, 

was built in 1738 by Dirck Keyser, who 
came from Amsterdam in 1688, and of whom 
many quaint stories are told. It is a typical old 
Germantown stone house with a pent roof run- 
ning across the front. It is close to the street 
and stands rather high, owing to the lowering 
of the street, and like many other old German- 
town houses it has been added to from time to 
time. Under it are three separate cellars, none 
of which connects with another — one is entered 
by a flight of stone steps from the inside, while 
the other two have entrances on the outside. 
The Keyser House sits beautifully with its sur- 
roundings and is really a part of the shady old 
street. 
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THE OLD JOHNSON, HOUSE 


HE Johnson House, at Washington Lane, 

is a good example of the substantial and 
commodious houses built by the early settlers in 
Germantown. Built after the northern Hoiland 
type, with a pent roof and hooded doorway, it 
still stands in as good a state of preservation as 
when it was built by John Johnson in 1768. In 
fact, it is said to have been so large and pre- 
tentious in those early colonial days as to give 
the Society of Friends—of which the Johnsons 
were members—some concern. This old build- 
ing stood in the thick of the fight during the 
Battle of Germantown and many marks of the 
fray can still be seen. Surrounding the old build- 
ing are quaint gardens and out-buildings, the 
latter being said to be the remains of the tannery 
conducted by the Johnsons. The property 1s 
now in the possession of the Woman’s Club of 
Germantown. 
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THE CONCORD SCHOOL HOUSE 
The Upper Burial Ground 


HE Concord School House was built in 

1775 by private subscription, for the resi- 
dents of upper Germantown who found the 
Academy too far away. It was named by its 
builders after the Battle of Concord as an ex- 
pression of their patriotism. It was in this 
building, on May 17, 1853, that the meeting was 
held which led to the organization of the Junior 
Order of the United American Mechanics. Ad- 
joining the school property to the north is the 
Upper Burial Ground, still surrounded by the 
original wall built in 1777. It was sometimes 
known as Ax’s Burial Ground. Here are buried 
many of the early settlers and their descendants. 
Here, too, lie the bodies of Major Irwin, Captain 
Turner, Adjutant Lucas and six other American 
soldiers killed in the Battle of Germantown. 


~ 45 }- 


SZGOU LOGHI2 GROTAOD BHP - 
te baneeg Weriad wig oT: | 


tH shied Zin niet laodse bresto , 
-iget ort wl ynoisgiazedie otaving. 4d ae & 
weg boost cdw awotnemrey) tqqst to herd 

f Rome’ aew sl .qews te oon Gimsbas 
a nig yn sina ots retin arobalis 
i aie at) smeisoring tigi 19 Holzer 
19 ees “ 281 Ae yids 



















; 


« a * 4 me ia 4 a J a 
BRL Fe DOS, =i a ae’ 4 oar ge as 2 ee ene a oe os Oia 
FAN RE te idee te Bh eae onder isos tainted an shite Sat cothciess detache 
Bovhe me amen 
. 


5. om, Se See 6 





4b 


wT ee Aeeeehee bag Wve 
iol ah hy il pa 


acs Ay 


ef 


eae 
ak ey 


. Lo ae a 
ve 7p ie 


Pao 


(Peg 
4 


i 
re 


(ary vi iVeke ¢ i ve 
spl mace a ‘nee ctl age Nie 


ane aliod ys, alt % 


OERAP a ae Pay eee! 
.< 5 i 
s te le : ig Ww do RK). 


etl eee 
" . i, 
a bia ; 





CLIVEDER , 
The Chew House 


MID spacious, well-kept grounds, surrounded 

a by huge beautiful trees, Cliveden is pointed 
out as Germantown’s most important house. 
Solid and well preserved, the house was built in 
1760 by the former Chief Justice Benjamin Chew. 
The story of the important action which took 
place here during the Revolutionary War and 
which, with the loveliness of the place, goes far 
toward making Cliveden Germantown’s most 
important house, is too well known to repeat, 
but the old house bears many scars of this action. 
Many generations of Chews have lived here and 
it is still in the hands of the descendants of the 
original owners. Off to the sides are the servants’ 
quarters and in the stable in the rear can be 
seen the old Chew coach and quaint one-hoss 
shay still preserved there. 
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UPSALA 
IRECTLY opposite the Chew House, sit- 


ting well back and surrounded by fine old 
shade and well kept lawns, stands Upsala, a 
splendid example of Colonial architecture. It 
was built by John Johnson in 1798 and is known 
as the upper Johnson House. It is said that the 
Americans, attacking the Chew House, had their 
cannon planted on what is now the lawn at 
Upsala. This particular square, from Johnson 
to Upsal Streets on Germantown Avenue, is one 
of rare beauty and charm. And let us all hope 
it is not cut up for building lots some day. 
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THE BILLMYER HOUSE 


HE Billmyer House at Upsal Street was 

built in 1727 by John Bensall. In 1789 the 
property was purchased by Michael Billmyer, 
a Germantown printer, whose imprints are well 
known to collectors and who carried on his trade 
here for many years. It was in front of this 
house that General Washington paused in his 
march down the Germantown Road and directed 
the attack on the Chew House, a short distance 
away, which was found to be occupied by the 


British. 
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THE BRUT LS Re Led ©, 


yb Meter over on the eastern edge of German- 
town, in fact nearer to what 1s known as 
Branchtown, surrounded by spacious grounds 
and wonderful old trees, stood “‘Butler Place,”’ 
built by Pierce Butler, a southern planter. The 
house is somewhat in the southern style with 
picturesque, rambling old out-buildings and 
stables stretching out in the rear. Here Fanny 
Kemble, the well-known English actress and 
grandmother to Owen Wister, the present occu- 
pant, having married Pierce Butler, Jr., lived 
for a time; and it is said that while here, Fanny 
Kemble spent much of her time planning and 
laying out the grounds, and many of the wonder- 
ful trees on the place are said to have been 
planted by her hand. 
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CARLTON 


ITTING on a little knoll and surrounded by 

spacious grounds and fine old trees, with 
some old stable buildings off to the east, Carlton, 
long, low and rambling, and dazzling white 
against its green surroundings, is always a most 
satisfactory place. The building dates back to 
Colonial times and was used twice by General 
Washington and once by General Knyphausen, 
of the Hessian detachments, as headquarters. 
Here again we find evidence of the artistic ability 
of some of the British officers, for on a pane of 
glass in the big window at the head of the stair- 
way are some cleverly drawn figures, scratched 
with a diamond. 
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THE BIRTHPLACE OF DAVID 
RITTENHOUSE 


LONG what is now Lincoln Drive, near the 
foot of Rittenhouse Street, stands the old 
house in which David Rittenhouse, one of the 
country’s first and great astronomers, was born. 
Paper mill runs meander along behind the old 
house and through the meadow. Not far distant 
stood the paper mill, said to be the first in the 
colonies and built by one of David’s forefathers, 
who ran it successfully for many years. The 
property is now incorporated in Fairmount Park 
and fortunately will be preserved forever. 
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